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Samurai celebration 
01 WA's Japan links 
-曲 annonHampton 

Outside of Kyoto it is Tare 
evenfor出eJapane田 tos田
maiko四 d拍 muraiperform 
in traditional dress _" but 
today Perth gets the ex開 n
ence for the firsl tlme for the 
Per出JapanFestiva1 
The Japanese Min1stry of 

Foreign Affairs has taken 
the Kuroda Bushi Associa 
tion of Hal'lma il1 Hyogo 10 
Perth 10 pmform classical 
songs and dance to mark話

yeaでssince the sister-8tale 
relationship between Hyogo 
Prefecture and WA began 
Three geika and two mai 

ko， commonly回 lledgeisha， 
have a150 come to Perth for 
the Japan Foundation to 
mark 40 years of friendship 
between the r羽田ns
Perth Japan Festival 

chairman Chiharu Fuku 
moto said the unique pelior. 
m四 ceswere岡田lys田 nm
publie 50 for it 10 happen in 
central Perth was speci叫
“Youc叩 'treally see mω 

ko anywhere in Japan other 
than (the old imperial capi 
tal) Kyoto，" he said 
“80 this is a 同 ally，really 

四回 opportunityto see血e
陀 a1maiko girls. Even回 me
Japan田ep回 plehave never 
seen maiko .. and not many 
people have seen real (回m
urai) armour up close." 
Mr Fukwnoto岨 idmore 

than 15，000 P同'ple were 
expectedin Forr同 tPlacefor
the festival 

Yestel'てlaystudents from 
Applec即時8eniorHigh and 
8t George's Anglican G悶 m
mar schools we四 taught
Japanese song and dance by 
the Kuroda Bushi Associa-
tion of Harima， including 
samurai Takehiro ot印刷

Applecross student Yeeh 
ern Kim， 14， tried on the 

samurai armoUl'，“It's 
heavy，" he田ld
“Thewarrio目 wouldbave

had to be very strong to fight 
In this." 
The festival has displays 

by local Japanese groups， 
with仕aditionalfood and 
dr皿k.and runs from 11am 
to 6pm today， 


