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Bl ZOWPEHEIANEORKREFHL LS & Lz,
The philosopher tried to explain the III of life.

@O mean @ meaning ® meaningful @ means

B2 HuidMEZAZICHEL THEDTEH,

What are you about?

@ excite @ excited (@ excitement (@ exciting

M3 bhbIuEOT 3L F —REZ R L 2 Fdn s 0,

We must our nation’s energy problems.

@ reserve @ restart ® solve ® succeed
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Even the experts may take this painting for a III Chagall.
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Bad habits, once formed, are to impossible to get rid of.

@® likely @ most 3 mnext @ open

16 FA7-HIMEHO7=0IZF T LOERE TR L 7=,

We III a hotel room for our parents.

@ accommodated @ booked (3 planned @ scheduled

M7 ATEPTLZHROCGEDI D25 K0,

I can’t out why you don’t like sushi.

@O figure @ leave ® put @ set

8 AZBOAVLIBZZOHRFEICRIFL TS,

The are against the proposal.

@ greatness @ large ® majority @ most

B9 Z—H i3 VvEanESI Lol o7,
Susan was III about what had become of Linda.
@ careful @ curious 3 doubtful @ jealous
BI10 ZHEMEI D728, b bIUIEERNE D IC 2 HICBE TE hh - 72,

The traffic jam prevented us from at the office on time.

@ arriving @ getting ® going @ reaching
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i 1 Andy: Do you want me to help you with the dishes?

Bianca: III

Andy: Well, let me know if you change your mind.

Could you change please?
Sure. T'll help.

That’s okay. I can manage.

® © 6 6

Yes, please.

12 Adam: Why are you using my cell phone? You should have asked
me first!

Emily: This is my cell phone!
Adam: Oh! Sorry! It looks just like mine.

I did ask you!
May I please?

What do you mean?

® @ 6 6

Who are you calling?

13 Lang: We decided to take the train to Tokyo.

Nicole: How come?

By “Bullet Train” — the fastest one.
I haven’t decided yet.

My friend is afraid to fly.

® ©® 6 6

We're coming back early next week.
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Sarah: I'm not so fond of Italian food. I don’t care for cheese.

Sarah: To tell the truth, I don’t really like that either.

How about Chinese?
I don’t really care if you do.
I found it a lot of fun.

Really? I love it!

Monica: I'm going to have some ice cream. Do you want some?

Barbara:

Monica: Oh, come on! You can diet tomorrow.

I don’t have any.
I really shouldn’t.
Ice cream is great!

Where are you going?
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Consumers are
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The doctor told for

a week.
@ bed @ in ® me
® stay ® to
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This book is

@ about @ full ® gardening

@ of (® useful information
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BaR KOXFZmGA, PORG (1 ~ 8) IZHFA LIV, kb, RFEOHA L,
A% [A]~[F] OB TH 5, (FA 40)

[A] Some Americans celebrate eating every day, but there are two days
during the year when the whole country celebrates mealtime together:
Thanksgiving and Christmas. It’s ( 26 ) on these two special days for
cooks to try and create the “perfect” meal. Americans who live abroad are
no different. Many of us try to keep up our family holiday traditions even
though there may be mostly friends, rather than family, around the dinner
table.

[B] I'll never forget my first Thanksgiving dinner in Japan. I was
determined to make exactly the same kind of meal that I would have made
at home in Texas. I was so relieved to find all the ingredients I needed,
even a turkey, at either the local grocery store or the international market.
After that, all I had to do was make those holiday dishes I had made so
many times before. Nothing to it! Or so I thought.

[C] At servi(if)g time, I realized how difficult it is to have a truly

()
American-style Thanksgiving in Japan. Traditionally, serving time is

when Mom, with everyone’s help, miraculously gets everything from the
stove onto the table piping hot. Then, as Dad carves the turkey, warm from
the oven, all the dishes are passed around and everyone takes a helping of
each one. Finally when everyone is served, the meal starts. For a “perfect”
meal, those two points can’t be ignored: First, other than salads, everything
has to be hot. And second, everyone starts and ends together. When I
cooked my first few holiday dinners in Japan, it was these two points that
(30 ) me into trouble.

[D] Getting everything onto the table when it’s still hot is quite a
challenge, even if you have the typical 4-burner American stove. But with

only 2 burners, as most Japanese kitchens have, it’s almost impossible. On
5} —



top of that, expectations are simply different. It’s not even important for

everything to be hot in a Japanese meal. Just think about the big New
Year’s Day meal here. Most foods are served cold or at room temperature.
Another difference is the custom of everyone eating together, from the
beginning to the end of the meal. In Japan the cook may bring dishes out
of the kitchen one by one as they're made. So there’s no need for everything
to be hot at the same time or for everyone to be at the table together. All

B
these differences show that what’s “perfect” in a meal really depends on the

customs of a particular place.

[E] For my first few holiday meals in Japan, I didn’t realize this. So
I rushed around madly, trying to get the whole meal on the table while it
was still hot. Meanwhile, my mostly Japanese guests had no idea why I was
rushing around like that. It was chaos! Certainly not the relaxed atmosphere
I had hoped to create. Years later though, I talked to an English friend in
Japan who had exactly the same experience. Like an American meal, the
“perfect” English meal also has to be hot. My friend confessed that every
Christmas meal in Japan was chaos, with her rushing around and her
Japanese guests looking on in confusion.

[F] It's taken awhile, but I finally learned a great lesson from all this:
forget perfection. Sometimes you have to let go of tradition and accept the
situation as it is. The “perfect” meal, after all, has more to do with good
food, good company, and a relaxing atmosphere than with serving the same
way your mother did. In fact, last Christmas the cold sweet potatoes didn’t

even bother me. Now that’s progress.
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