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[A] Johnny Appleseed’s real name was John Chapman. He earned his
nickname by planting thousands of apple seeds in America’s Midwest. For
this, he became a legend during his own lifetime.

Johnny attended school in his hometown of Longmeadow,
Pennsylvania, and learned to love books, as he would for the rest of his life.
But, more than books, he loved the outdoors,(.1>He felt more at home there
than he did inside. In the woods, he could be as free as the Native

(2) (3)
Americans and hunters that wandered the frontier.

When Johnny was young, boys could get jobs to earn money at age
fourteen. Johnny probably learned how to grow apples by working in an
apple orchard (a woods where apple trees are grown) as a teenager. His
interest in apples began to blossom.

[B] In 1800, there were 5.3 million people in the United States, most of
them in settled areas, such as Pennsylvania. His hometown was too ( 4 )
to suit Johnny.

When he was twenty-six, he led a horse across the Pennsylvania
border into Ohio.rg was carrying a load of apple seeds. He planted his first
Ohio orchard n(eoélr the town of Carrollton. He would plant many more
orchards in north and central Ohio.

At this time, most of Ohio was still a wilderness, covered with

forests and full of bears and other wild animals. Not many people lived
(6)
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there, and the ones who did were rough and wild. Johnny had grown up in

the colonies, so he stood out among these men. Even though he wasn’t like
(7)

them, he seemed to enjoy their company.

[C] The new United States government had decided that an area could
become a state when its population reached sixty thousand. In 1803 Ohio
became the seventeenth state. Johnny realized that central Ohio would
become a major pathway for pioneers settling in the area and further west.
He began to focus on his Ohio orchards.

His ability to predict the future is what made Johnny so important
in the history of American settlement. He was able to figure out where
people were going to move to next. Before a big rush ogfg)people went to a
new area, he somehow got there first and planted apple trees.

[D] The new Ohio state government began offering small areas of land
for sale. When Johnny turned thirty-five, he had saved enough money to
buy some. This was the first land he ever bought.

Johnny told his father about the rich farmland in Ohio. In 1805
his father moved the family to Ohio, settling near Marietta. Johnny didn’t
live with them. Marietta had been around for a while and already had
enough orchards.

[E] The Ohio state government wanted people to buy land in Ohio and
stay there. So they made a rule. People had to plant fifty apple trees and
twenty peach trees on e(siery one hundred acres of land they bought. The
government believed that people would be likely to stay once they had done
so much work on a piece of land.

This rule was a lucky break for Johnny Appleseed. People who
planned to settle in Ohio Wereazin a hurry to plant orchards. They were
anxious to buy apple seeds and young trees from him.

[F] The first newspaper in the Northwest Territory was published in
1793 in Cincinnati, Ohio. ( 13 ) people who lived on the frontier rarely got




a chance to see a newspaper or any book besides the Bible.

Most cabins were built far apart, and the people who lived there
didn’t get many visitors. So they were glad to see Johnny when he came to
their cabins to advertise his apple business and sell them young apple
plants. Besides, he didn’t just bring the plants. He brought news and stories.
Johnny was a good storyteller and liked to entertain people with his
wilderness adventures. He told of a life full of exciting escapes from bears,
wolves, and other wild animals. He told of taking care of his own wounds
with a piece of blazing-hot iron. And he told of the time he set his canoe on
a large piece of ice floating down a small river. The ice carried him along
faster than he could have rowed. Unfortunately, he fell asleep and ended up
passing the place he’d meant to land.

When Johnny told stories, his gray eyes sparkled. He knew how to
use his voice to build a story to a thrilling climax or to make people laugh.

[G] One thing that surprised people about Johnny was that he was
always barefoot. He walked thousands of miles in his apple business. His
feet must have hurt at first. But the bottoms of them got tough after a
while. Stepping on rocks and pieces of wood became less painful. He
occasionally stuck pins through the tough skin of his feet to impress people.

Some people wondered ( 16 ) his feet were magic. Rumors got
started. It was said he could leap across rivers or melt ice with his bare
feet. The soles of his feet were said to be so tough that a snake’s bite
couldn’t pierce them.

[H] People talked about his clothes, too. Johnny made his shirts out of

(18)
empty coffee sacks with holes cut for his head and arms. Although he took

baths, he didn’t really care how he looked. He wore ( 19 ) he could find.
Once, he found an old boot and an old shoe, so he put one on each foot.
Some Native Americans believed Johnny was a medicine man because he

looked and acted so odd. They admired him and didn’t try to hurt him.



[1] Johnny met so many people through his travels that he became
more and more well-known. Everyone who saw him remembered him. People
who had never met him claimed they had, and made up stories about him.
Pioneer families who knew him told his adventure stories to others. Some of
the stories got exaggerated as they were passed around. The legend of
Johnny Appleseed grew, as tall tales about him spread.

A tall tale is aQO)story with exaggeration, adventure, and humor.
Real-life problems get solved easily in funny, amazing ways. In time, people
began telling such stories about Johnny Appleseed.

[J] A “good apple” is a nickname for someone who is a good person.
Johnny Appleseed was a good apple.

Sometimes he helped people build cabins or chop trees. He knew
they were struggling to make new lives for themselves in the west. If people
couldn’t pay, he traded young apple plants or gave them away for free.

Johnny was a vegetarian, so he didn’t eat meat served at the
tables of people he visited. He believed it was wrong to kill animals.
Pioneers hunted for food and thought his belief was strange. While traveling
in the forest, Johnny boiled water from small rivers in his cooking pot,
adding berries, grain, or potatoes to make a meal. He also may have taken
some “journey bread” on his trips in the forest. This was bread that Native
Americans taught him to make from corn.

[K] There are many stories about Johnny’s kindness toward wildlife. He
fed squirrels and birds and released animals from traps. He bought abused
animals and found people who would care for them. When he took honey, he
always left enough for the bees.

[LL] While pulling heavy wagons westward, some horses became lame.
People turned them loose in the woods. It was hard for the horses to find
enough food and water. Each fall, Johnny would gather as ( 23 ) of these

horses as he could. He would find someone to care for them through the




winter. In the spring, he would lead them to land where it was easier to
find grass to eat. "
[M] Some people said he knew how to communicate with birds, such as
robins and turkeys. They said even wild deer would come when he called.
One popular story told of a snowy night when he decided to seek
shelter in a hollow log. When he spied a mother bear and her babies in the

log, ( 25 ). Instead, he slept out in the snow so they could keep warm in

the log.
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