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[A] The first South American native who had enough courage to try to
eat the fruit of the pineapple is a hero. For the pineapple is not an attractive-
looking plant. Sharp pointed leaves form its crown. Larger sharp points cover
its cone-shaped stem all the way to the ground. Our hero must have been
very curious or very hungry — or both. For the plant gave little sign that
under these sharp points was a good thing to eat.

[B] Perhaps as long ago as 4000 B.C. South American natives knew that
this strange fruit was good to eat. Pictures on pots of that time show that
pineapples were raised and eaten that long ago.

Wild pineapple plants can still be found in Brazil and Central
America. So it seems likely that the fruit was first grown in those regions.

The wild pineapples are woody and full of seeds. No doubt they are much
(2)

the same as the plant our unknown hero found.

[C] On his second voyage to the West Indies, Columbus saw the fruit
growing in fields on the island of Guadeloupe. By then the Native Americans
( 4 )a much larger and sweeter fruit than the wild plants. But those
dangerous sharp points were still very much a part of the plant.

Spaniards who followed Columbus to the West Indies found the
Carib people growing these fruits. The Caribs called the fruit anana. The
Spanish thought anana looked like a pinecone. They called it pina. Later the



English added apple to pina. Since then the fruit has been known in English
as the pineapple.

[D] The Spanish loaded their ships with the fruit to take back to Spain.
But‘ the fruit spoiled on the long voyage. The Spanish liked pineapples. They

(6)
tried again and again to take the fruit to Spain. Then they learned from the

Native Americans how to grow pineapples. They learned that slips, suckers
and crowns from the plants would root easily. Slips grow out of the stem
just below the fruit. Suckers grow out of the main stem. Crowns are the top
of the fruit with the sharp, pointed leaves.

On later voyages, the Spanish loaded their ships with slips, suckers
and crowns. Soon fields of pineapples were growing in warm and sunny
southern Spain. Other Europeans liked pineapples too. The fruit spread
rapidly to England, France, and Holland. In these countries it was grown in
heated greenhouses. Within a short time Portuguese and Spanish sailors had
carried slips, suckers and crowns of the plant to all parts of the tropical
world.

[E] The Spaniards learned from the Native Americans two other uses
for the pineapple plant. One use was deadly; ( 8 ) was friendly. The natives
of the New World used the juice of decaying pineapples to poison the tips
of their arrows. More than one Spaniard died from this poison when they
tried to take over the natives’ land.

[F] The second use of the pineapple was more pleasant. It pleased the
Spaniards so much that they adopted the custom as their own. The natives,
if they were feeling friendly, hung the crowns of the fruit at the entrances
to their grass-covered huts. This was an invitation for all to enter. The
Spanish introduced the custom to Spain. It soon spread all over Europe.

[G] The British brought the idea to their colonies in North America. It
soon became the custom to carve pineapples in the wood of doorways,

gateposts, even furniture. They were symbols of friendship and welcome for



guests. The pineapple became known in the colonies as the “welcoming” fruit.

[H] During the past four hundred years growers have gotten rid of the
pineapple’s seeds. They have also improved its taste. It is now juicier, sweeter
and much larger than the fruit grown by the Native Americans.

But no one today has been able to develop the wild plants into the
delicious fruit that Columbus first saw on Guadeloupe. This makes us wonder
at the skill of pre-Columbian American farmers. They must have
experimented for years to produce the juicy fruit that the Spanish liked so

well.
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[A] Maria Elena Rosario kicked hard, sweeping her light over the walls,
as she swam through the passageway. The source of the water rushing past
her was a spring, one of many in central Florida.

[B] The spring had no name and had not been explored, but a 5000-
year-old canoe, carved out of the trunk of a tree, had recently been found
in its depths. Dr. Rosario was part of a team of scientists who were studying
the site to learn about the ancient society that had lived there. Three
members of the team were diving with her — Mark Bradshaw, Wendell Elliott,
and T. R. Price. Bradshaw and Elliot were experienced divers, although they
had done little cave diving. Price, the head of the project, was a master cave
diver. He had discovered the canoe. Under layers of sand and mud, he had
found pieces of old pots and burnt wood, proof that parts of the cave had
once been ( 13 ) water. The team planned to map the site and remove any
ancient objects they found.

[C] Rosario had quarreled with Price repeatedly over safety measures.
Today she insisted that each diver should carry three lights to see in the
dark cave. Price thought that was unnecessary.

“Dr. Rosario, trust me, please,” Price said. “People who have only
gone cave diving a few times are often more frightened than they should be.”

“I am not frightened. I only wish to follow standard safety
procedures,” she had said. As part of her job, she had led dozens of cave-
diving expeditions, all without incident. She wondered about Price’s
experience.

[D] She inspected the white nylon guideline which led from the surface



to the passageway where the canoe had been found. This rope had been tied
to rocks on the sides of the cave wall. ( 16 ) it, divers could become
hopelessly lost in the dozens of connected caves.
Rosario’s heart started beating more quickly. The guideline looked
as if it might break! It even showed signs of past repairs!
[E] She kicked off, planning to bring Price back and show him the bad
section. Instead, she ran into Bradshaw. His tanks were caught in the
guideline; he was struggling to get loose. She saw the guideline break, as if

17
in a dream. Pulled by the current, it swept past her. She swam after it and

caught it.

Price drifted back to her. She handed him the broken end of the
line. He knotted the two ends of the line together. Then he and the other
two began fighting their way up-current again. Rosario started to follow; then
she changed her mind. She stopped and looked back.

[F] In the glow from her light, she saw that the guideline had broken
again and the section leading back to the surface was gone! Price and the others
came near her. She pointed her light to show that the rope was ( 18 ).

[G] Price made a gesture, “Follow me!” Elliot and Bradshaw did so
eagerly. She followed less willingly, memorizing the twists and turns of the
route he chose.

He led them on for ten minutes. Suddenly, the walls fell away. They
had entered a large chamber — something they had not passed through on
their trip in.

Dr. Rosario fought to control her panic. She forced herself to breathe

(19
slowly. Then she flashed her light on each of the other divers and made a

gesture, “Come with me!”
[H] They followed her back as she returned along Price’s route. She
found the place where the guideline had been swept away. There she began

to study the wall for clues that would help her find the way. Here, the



vanished guideline had made a deep mark in the soft rock. There, a bit of
nylon was still stuck to a rock. She moved slowly along her way, stopping
to examine even the tiniest marks and scratches.

[ 1] Suddenly Elliot, immediately behind her, knocked on her tank. She
turned. He knocked on his chest with a fist; then he held out his hand to
her, palm up. He was out of air.

She thought for a moment before she handed him her air tube. He
was bigger. If he refused to return it, she would die. Relief filled her when
he took a breath and handed it back. They would share her air until they
reached the entrance to the spring, or until the air supply was gone.

[J] Soon, Price was sharing his air with Bradshaw. Now, Rosario
thought, it is a matter of ten minutes at the most. She switched off her light

)
briefly. She could see no hint of daylight ahead.

She switched it on again and proceeded. A minute later, she saw
the end of the missing guideline. It was caught on a rock ahead. And there
was light!

e

Behind her, Price and Bradshaw saw it too. They pushed by roughly.
Seconds later Elliot suddenly swam past and kicked upward.

[K] Rosario rose through the glass-clear water. Soon she felt the
sweetness of sunlight on her face. She saw the other three lying in the boat,
breathing heavily. Price recovered first. He sat up and saw her looking at

him. “Well, T feel lucky to be alive!” he said. “How about you?”

Maria Elena Rosario was too angry to answer.
@4
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(7) Dr. Rosario and the others found the end of the guideline.

() Dr. Rosario and the others went back to the surface.

() Dr. Rosario noticed the section of the guideline leading back to the
surface was gone.

(@ Price led the others to a place which they had not passed through.

(*) Price repaired the guideline.

(7) The air in the tanks was running low.

(%) The guideline broke.



